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The 400 million word Corpus of Historical American English (COHA;

http://corpus.byu.edu/coha) contains more than 100,000 texts from the 1810s-2000s, which makes it about 100 times as large as any other structured corpus of historical English. The corpus is balanced between fiction, popular magazines, newspapers, and non-fiction books for each decade in the corpus, and it maintains the same balance from decade to decade (as well as in sub-sections of these genres). Because of its size, it provides data for many phenomena that cannot be studied with small 2-4 million word corpora, such as the Brown family of corpora or ARCHER. In my presentation, I will provide many examples of such changes – lexical, morphological, phraseological, syntactic, and semantic.

