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The project Diachronic corpus of Greek of the 20th century (Greek Corpus 20) has been designed with the aim of developing a 20 million word corpus of Greek for the first nine decades of the 20th century, to be integrated with the existing 30 million word Corpus of Greek Texts (CGT; http://sek.edu.gr), which includes texts from the 1990s onwards. The corpus will be used for studying areas of recent grammatical and lexical change in Greek through the analysis of authentic texts. My talk will first give an overview of existing corpus linguistic research in Greek and then will present the main aims of Greek Corpus 20 in the frame of this research. I will particularly refer to the distinctive features of Greek as a language whose history spans over 4 millennia, the complex sociolinguistic situation of Greek in the 20th century, involving the issue of diglossia, and the particularities of collecting Greek data (scarcity of material, spelling reforms etc.). It will be discussed how these issues affect the design and compilation of the corpus.
